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Medical information to support school referral to Somerset Local Authority
Please return evidence, complete with medical care pathway plan to the pupil’s mainstream referring school
Important notes for medical/CAHMS consultant to be aware of when considering a request to change a pupil’s current education status: 

All pupil placements will be reviewed at 6 weekly intervals and on-going medical evidence is required from the current medical team working with the pupil [usually discussed at medical consultation meetings with the relevant Pupil Referral Unit]. 

It is expected that pupils are returned to their mainstream setting as soon as they are able. In accordance with statutory guidelines, all pupils are entitled to 25 hours education per week.
If a pupil has been absent from school on medical grounds for more than 15 school days, ether consecutively or cumulatively, and is currently unable to attend any mainstream education due to a serious medical condition; or is unable to be supported in any way by their mainstream school, the school at which the pupil is on roll may refer for support from Somerset Local Authority.
Mainstream schools have much flexibility to support pupils with medical needs. Before confirming that a child cannot be supported in any way within their mainstream school, please refer to the statutory guidance Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions 2015. 

Robust medical evidence from a consultant must accompany all referrals to Somerset Local Authority. Please make sure that when providing this evidence, you refer to the current DfE statutory guidance:  

Ensuring a good education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs  2013; 

Mental health and behaviour in schools: departmental advice 2015
Studies suggest that it is preferable, wherever possible, to have a pupil maintain their placement or links with their mainstream school. In the event of a pupil being assessed as able to access a reduced timetable in school, an application for medical tuition at a Pupil Referral Unit would be deemed as 

inappropriate. Consultation with the Access Casework Officer or Pupil Referral Unit would be welcomed if the educational need of the pupil is unclear.
Education is generally provided at a Pupil Referral Unit base but in some circumstances may be at home using a virtual learning platform or exceptionally a tutor.  
 If you would like to discuss this referral or require further information, please contact the relevant Access Casework Officer in the first instance:
Taunton: Faith Davis, FDavis@somerset.gov.uk , 01823 359790 or 07977409941
Sedgemoor: Gemma Thorne, GThorne@somerset.gov.uk, 01278 447830 or 07977 412599
Mendip: Julie Wigley, jwigley@somerset.gov.uk 01749 822652 or 07811 310816
South Somerset: Sharon Clarke, slclarke@somerset.gov.uk  01935 463 622 or 07811309437
You may be referred for a discussion with the relevant Pupil Referral Unit.
To consider each request Somerset Local Authority requires the following supporting information:

1. Completed referral from the mainstream school, providing the education perspective
2. Current robust medical information and guidance from the lead medical professional

Section A- Medical Practitioner details
Your name:



Agency (e.g. CAMHS, Hospital base):




Professional title:


Medical Consultant/Speciality Dr (eg Paediatrician)                 CAMHS Consultant       
Consultants/ Speciality Dr Signature:
Phone:




Email:

Lead professional / care coordinator:

Lead school contact for student:

Section B - Student details
Name:






 

Date of Birth:

Name of Parents/Carers:

Home Address:

In completing the request for additional support, the assumption is made that the agencies concerned have permission from the parents/carers/student to share information.  If there are any issues regarding this, please provide details below:

Are there any concerns about the safety of staff that may need to visit the family home?

As the medical/CAHMS consultant for the above pupil I confirm: 
Please provide as much details as possible – the boxes will expand
	Prior to completing this request have you:

a) Provided guidance to the school regarding the student’s needs


Yes/No

b) Contributed to a plan to support their attendance




Yes/No

c) Attended multi professional meetings at the student’s mainstream school 

Yes/No


	Diagnosis / Presenting medical concerns;

	

	Impact, if any, on usual daily activities?


	

	Date seen:  
	

	Can the pupil access any mainstream schooling including a reduced or modified? 

	At the time of completing this form does the diagnosis stop the child accessing:
I. Mainstream school on a full-time timetable             Yes/No
II. Mainstream school on a reduced time timetable     Yes/No


	Medical view of Educational Needs 

· Legislation states that a pupil has the right to 25 hours of education a week unless they unable to for health reasons

	Please provide as much detail as possible including
Number of hours of education the student can access each day: 
The environment in which lessons should take place:
Any mobility, personal care or dietary needs:


	Current medication and care plan and any other relevant information:

No referral will be accepted without a copy of the care pathway plan, please attach to this application
	

	Date of next appointment / medical care plan review
	


Please email a copy of this form to:

a. the lead school contact for this student
b. the relevant Access Casework Officer
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